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This month’s edition focuses on professional 
development opportunities designed to build 
creativity and confidence in our everyday work. 
Have you ever attended a great training or 
conference that re-energized you? Ora 
conversation that sparked a new idea for your 


Sometimes a professional development activity is exactly what we need to 


remember why we love the work we do. 


Professional development not only offers ways to learn new strategies and skills; 
it provides a chance to collaborate and network with others participating in the 
event. Some of the most valuable conversations | have are with someone who 
has already been through what I’m doing because | can learn from them and 
work smarter. | often find we are all working toward the same goal — helping 


children and families across Missouri. 


| hope you find a professional development activity in this edition that interests 


you too! 


Sincerely, 
Pam Thomas 
Assistant Commissioner, Office of Childhood 


The 49th annual Conference on the Young Years 
(CYY) will be held on March 10-11. Registration 
ends on March 1 at 10:00 p.m. CYY 2022 will be 
held virtually and at no-cost to participants. Visit the 
event website to register and learn more about the 
conference. 


As part of its Preschool Development Grant Birth to 
Five, the Office of Childhood (OOC) contracted with 


Read Across America 
Day! 


March 2 is national Read 
Across America Day. On 
this day, we celebrate 
the joy of reading. For 
early childhood reading 
recommendations, visit 
the National Education 
Association's website. 
Look for our social media 


the University of Missouri's Institute of Public 
Policy to examine the effects of participation in the 
Missouri school district-based Parents as Teachers 
(MO PAT) program. This report is available on the 
OOC's MO PAT webpage. 


Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA) is the federal law governing Missouri's 
First Steps early intervention program for children 
birth to age three with developmental delays or 
disabilities and their families. IDEA Part C funds 
support services to children and families in the First 
Steps program. The OOC has developed a draft 
application for Part C federal funds to help pay for 
First Steps services. 


The draft application is available for the public to 
review through April 25, 2022. 


Written public comments on the application may be 
submitted by mail to the Office of Childhood Attn: 
Early Intervention, P.O. Box 480, Jefferson City, MO 
65102-0480, by email to 
EarlyIntervention@dese.mo.gov (indicate First 
Steps Application in the subject line), or by fax to 
573-526-8000. The time frame to submit written 
public comments, in order to be considered by the 
OOC, is March 25, 2022 through April 25, 2022 at 
5:00 p.m. 


Mark your calendars for the summit on April 26-27, 
2022. This trauma network training will be a hybrid 
event with both in-person and virtual 
registration/attendance available. Continuing 
Education Credits are available for attending some 
of the sessions. Learn from both local and national 
leaders about evidence-based programs and 
resources available to support trauma-informed 
practices. Register here for the event. Registration 
is $20 for either virtual or in-person attendance. 


Child Care relief applications for the Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) are now open. You can 


posts on Twitter and 
Facebook as well! 


Thank you, Missouri 
Head Start! 


We wanted to share this 
great video (6 min) about 
why Head Start matters 
to families and 
professionals across the 
state of Missouri. Thank 
you Missouri Head Start 
programs for supporting 
vulnerable families and 
young children during 
these difficult times! 


NEW! Resource for 
Missouri Early 
Learning Standards 


Check out this new 
recorded presentation 
(26 min) explaining the 
Missouri Early Learning 
Standards (MELS), 
which are a framework 
of expectations for what 
children can do from 
infancy to kindergarten 
entry. Each standard 
includes a description of 
what the child may be 
doing to demonstrate 
meeting the standard, 
as well as, activities to 
give adults examples of 
ways to support the 
child in learning and 
mastering a skill or 
knowledge. You can 
read more about these 
standards and how they 
align to the Head Start 
early learning 
framework on the MELS 
webpage. 


T.E.A.C.H. Early 
Childhood 
scholarships 


Visit teach-missouri.org 
to learn more about how 


submit an application for relief funds to help with 
staffing expenses from July 1, 2021 through 
December 31, 2021. Visit the PPP webpage to apply 
or learn more. The deadline to apply is April 30, 2022 
at 11:59 p.m. 


Two training opportunities are now available 

for professionals who provide direct care and/or 
services to young children and their families. These 
trainings were made possible through a partnership 
with the University of Missouri’s Center for 
Excellence in Child Well-Being. 


Registration is now open and there is no cost to 
attend the trainings. 


e Missouri Milestones Matter (MMM) 
Training — learn how to monitor 
developmental milestones and use the CDC's 
Learn the Signs Act Early materials to talk to 
families about concerns, worth 2 clock hours. 


The link to sign-up is included in the MMM 2022 


Training Flyer. 

Ages & Stages Questionnaire (ASQ) 
Training — learn how to administer the ASQ 
and/or ASQ social-emotional screening tools to 


support child development, worth 3 clock hours. 


The link to sign-up is included in the ASQ 2022 
Training Flyer. 


The OOC in collaboration with the University of 
Missouri-Columbia and The Missouri Chapter, 
American Academy of Pediatrics created several 
resources to assist early care and education 
professionals when administering developmental 
screenings. The Ages and Stages 
Questionnaires, BRIGANCE Early Childhood 
Screens III, and Developmental Indicators for the 
Assessment of Learning are a few of the 
recommended tools that should be administered 
annually or in accordance with each protocol. An 
updated version of the Developmental Screening 
Process for Children Birth to Kindergarten Entry 
flowchart and instructions is also available to 
explain the steps to take when providing a 
developmental screening. 


To learn more about the importance of 
developmental screenings, check out 


Child Care Aware of 
Missouri can help you 
earn your college 
credential or degree. 
Learn more about the 
program on the 
T.E.A.C.H flyer. 


Reminder! Child Care 
Fingerprint 
Registration Code 


The Missouri Automated 
Criminal History Site 
(MACHS) registration 
code for fingerprinting for 
licensed, regulated, and 
registered child care staff 
members is 8897. If the 
wrong code is used, child 
care staff members will 
need to be fingerprinted 
again under the correct 
code. 


Child Care Relief Fund 
Opportunities 


The OOC has several 
relief funding 
opportunities available 
for child care providers. 
Visit the Early 
Connections webpage 
for more information on 
how to apply. Read the 
terms and conditions 
carefully for eligibility and 
deadlines. 


the Developmental Screening 101 flyer. 


Spotlight on Success aims to share stories from local programs that are building 
community partnerships in order to strengthen and coordinate childhood 
programs. 


Early Childhood Professionals program member and her students. Photo courtesy of Chillicothe R-II school 
district. 


This month our spotlight is on the Chillicothe R-II School District's Early 
Childhood Professionals program (ECP) and their collaborative partnership with 
Grand River Technical School. The program is mutually beneficial for the early 
learning program and the college. As the district assists in training the next wave 
of early childhood professionals, the program grows deeper and more secure in 
its practices in educating young children. Program staff are learning as 

they teach, and pushing themselves to be both broad and deep in their practical 
knowledge so ECP students in their classrooms have a rich and authentic 
experience in learning by doing. This program benefits not only the current 
students, but child care and education students in the community and region.. 


The ECP's multi-disciplinary advisory committee has been a tremendous benefit 
for several reasons. It allows for personnel from PAT, parents, teachers, 
administrators, community ECP workers, and others to collaborate on program 
evaluation, curricular options, and similar topics to ensure we are remaining on 
the cutting edge of early childhood standards and practices. 


The Preschool Development Grant Birth to Five 
(PDG B-5) provides funding over three years 

to coordinate a more effective, high-quality early 
childhood system that better prepares Missouri 
children for success. 


cS 
B 


Each month the Office of Childhood hosts a live webinar to provide updates and 
information about the PDG B-5 to stakeholders. A recording and the PowerPoint 
slides from the most recent webinar are available in case you are unable to 
attend and wish to hear the information. 


APDG B-5 dashboard is also updated monthly. This dashboard provides an 
at-a-glance look at priority areas, budget status, and key accomplishments. 


Join us for the next PDG B-5 Stakeholder webinar on March 31, 2022, from 
noon-12:45 p.m. to learn more and ask questions. You can access the 
webinar in a Google Chrome or Safari web browser. Do not view in Internet 
Explorer. We hope you can participate. 


Visit the Office of Childhood website to find previous editions of the Childhood 
Connections. 
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